
The Hunt for Dark Photons 

Although the idea of heavy photons has been around for almost 30 years, it 

gained new interest just a few years ago when theorists suggested that it could 

explain why several experiments detected more high-energy positrons—the 

antimatter partners of electrons—than scientists had expected in the cosmic 

radiation of space. Data from the PAMELA satellite experiment; the AMS 

instrument aboard the International Space Station; the LAT experiment of the 

Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope and others have all reported finding an 

excess of positrons. [13] 

Hidden photons are predicted in some extensions of the Standard Model of 

particle physics, and unlike WIMPs they would interact electromagnetically 

with normal matter. 

In particle physics and astrophysics,  weakly interacting massive particles, or 

WIMPs, are among the leading hypothetical particle physics candidates for 

dark matter.  

The gravitational force attracting the matter, causing concentration of the 

matter in a small space and leaving much space with low matter 

concentration: dark matter and energy.  

There is an asymmetry between the mass of the electric charges, for example 

proton and electron, can understood by the asymmetrical Planck Distribution 

Law. This temperature dependent energy distribution is asymmetric around 

the maximum intensity, where the annihilation of matter and antimatter is a 

high probability event. The asymmetric sides are creating different frequencies 

of electromagnetic radiations being in the same intensity level and 

compensating each other. One of these compensating ratios is the electron – 

proton mass ratio. The lower energy side has no compensating intensity level, 

it is the dark energy and the corresponding matter is the dark matter.  

 

Contents 
The Big Bang ........................................................................................................................... 2 

Searching for a dark light .......................................................................................................... 3 

Creating particles of dark light ............................................................................................... 3 

Hidden photons ...................................................................................................................... 4 

Ideal mirror at hand ............................................................................................................. 4 

Dark matter composition research - WIMP ................................................................................. 5 



Weakly interacting massive particles ......................................................................................... 5 

Evidence for an accelerating universe ........................................................................................ 6 

Equation ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Explanatory models .............................................................................................................. 7 

Dark Matter and Energy ........................................................................................................... 7 

Cosmic microwave background ............................................................................................. 7 

Thermal radiation ................................................................................................................ 8 

Electromagnetic Field and Quantum Theory ............................................................................... 8 

Lorentz transformation of the Special Relativity .......................................................................... 9 

The Classical Relativistic effect .................................................................................................. 9 

Electromagnetic inertia and Gravitational attraction ................................................................... 9 

Electromagnetic inertia and mass .............................................................................................10 

Electromagnetic Induction ...................................................................................................10 

Relativistic change of mass ...................................................................................................10 

The frequency dependence of mass ......................................................................................10 

Electron – Proton mass rate .................................................................................................10 

Gravity from the point of view of quantum physics ....................................................................11 

The Gravitational force ........................................................................................................11 

The Graviton ......................................................................................................................11 

Conclusions ...........................................................................................................................11 

References ............................................................................................................................12 

 

 Author: George Rajna 

The Big Bang 
The Big Bang caused acceleration created radial currents of the matter, and since the matter is 

composed of negative and positive charges, these currents are creating magnetic field and attracting 

forces between the parallel moving electric currents. This is the gravitational force experienced by 

the matter, and also the mass is result of the electromagnetic forces between the charged particles. 

The positive and negative charged currents attracts each other or by the magnetic forces or by the 

much stronger electrostatic forces!? 

The gravitational force attracting the matter, causing concentration of the matter in a small space 

and leaving much space with low matter concentration: dark matter and energy. 

There is an asymmetry between the mass of the electric charges, for example proton and electron, 

can understood by the asymmetrical Planck Distribution Law. This temperature dependent energy 

distribution is asymmetric around the maximum intensity, where the annihilation of matter and 

antimatter is a high probability event. The asymmetric sides are creating different frequencies of 

electromagnetic radiations being in the same intensity level and compensating each other. One of 



these compensating ratios is the electron – proton mass ratio. The lower energy side has no 

compensating intensity level, it is the dark energy and the corresponding matter is the dark matter. 

 

Searching for a dark light 
According to certain theories known as hidden-sector models, dark matter is thought to consist of 

particles that interact with regular matter through gravitation (which is why we know about it) but 

not through the electromagnetic, strong and weak fundamental forces (which is why it is hard to 

detect). Such dark matter would interact with regular matter and with itself through yet-to-be-

discovered hidden-sector forces. Scientists believe that heavy photons—also called dark photons—

might be mediators of such a dark force, just as regular photons are carriers of the electromagnetic 

force between normal charged particles. 

The Heavy Photon Search at Jefferson Lab will hunt for these dark, more massive cousins of light. 

“The heavy photon could be the key to a whole rich world with many new dark particles and forces,” 

says Rouven Essig, a Stony Brook University theoretical physicist who in recent years helped develop 

the theory for heavy-photon searches. 

Although the idea of heavy photons has been around for almost 30 years, it gained new interest just 

a few years ago when theorists suggested that it could explain why several experiments detected 

more high-energy positrons—the antimatter partners of electrons—than scientists had expected in 

the cosmic radiation of space. Data from the PAMELA satellite experiment; the AMS instrument 

aboard the International Space Station; the LAT experiment of the Fermi Gamma-ray Space 

Telescope and others have all reported finding an excess of positrons. 

“The positron excess could potentially stem from dark matter particles that annihilate each other,” 

Essig says. “However, the data suggest a new force between dark matter particles, with the heavy 

photon as its carrier.” 

Creating particles of dark light 

If heavy photons exist, researchers want to create them in the lab. 

Theoretically, a heavy photon can transform into what is known as a virtual photon—a short-lived 

fluctuation of electromagnetic energy with mass—and vice versa.  

This should happen only very rarely and for a very short time, but it still means that experiments that 

produce virtual photons could in principle also generate heavy photons. Producing enormous 

numbers of virtual photons may create detectable amounts of heavy ones. 

At Jefferson Lab’s Continuous Electron Beam Accelerator Facility, CEBAF, scientists will catapult 

electrons into a tungsten target, which will generate large numbers of virtual photons—and perhaps 

some heavy photons, too. 

“CEBAF provides a very stable, highly intense electron beam that is almost continuous,” says 

Jefferson Lab’s Stepan Stepanyan, one of three spokespersons for the international HPS 

collaboration, which includes more than 70 scientists. “It is a unique place for performing this 

experiment.” 



The virtual photons and potential heavy photons produced at CEBAF will go on to decay into pairs of 

electrons and positrons. A silicon detector placed right behind the target will then track the pairs’ 

flight paths, and an electromagnetic calorimeter will measure their energies. Researchers will use 

this information to reconstruct the exact location in which the electron-positron pair was produced 

and to determine the mass of the original photon that created the pair. Both are important data 

points for picking the heavy photons out of the bunch. 

The photon mass measured in the experiment matters because a heavy photon has a unique mass, 

whereas virtual photons appear with a broad range of masses.  

“The heavy photon would reveal itself as a sharp bump on top of a smooth background from the 

virtual photon decays,” says SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory’s John Jaros, another HPS 

spokesperson. 

The location in which the electron-positron pair was produced also matters because virtual photons 

decay almost instantaneously within the target, says Timothy Nelson, project lead for the silicon 

detector, which is being built at SLAC. Heavy photons could decay more slowly, after traveling 

beyond the target. So photons that decay outside the target can only be heavy ones. The HPS silicon 

detector’s unique ability to identify outside-of-target decays sets it apart from other experiments 

currently participating in a worldwide hunt for heavy photons. 

The HPS calorimeter, whose construction was led by researchers from the French Institut de 

Physique Nucléaire, the Italian Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare and Jefferson Lab, is currently 

being tested at Jefferson Lab, while scientists at SLAC plan to ship their detector early next year. The 

experiment is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2015. [13] 

Hidden photons 
Hidden photons are predicted in some extensions of the Standard Model of particle physics, and 

unlike WIMPs they would interact electromagnetically with normal matter. Hidden photons also 

have a very small mass, and are expected to oscillate into normal photons in a process similar to 

neutrino oscillation. Observing such oscillations relies on detectors that are sensitive to extremely 

small electromagnetic signals, and a number of these extremely difficult experiments have been 

built or proposed. 

A spherical mirror is ideal for detecting such light because the emitted photons would be 

concentrated at the sphere's centre, whereas any background light bouncing off the mirror would 

pass through a focus midway between the sphere's surface and centre. A receiver placed at the 

centre could then pick up the dark-matter-generated photons, if tuned to their frequency – which is 

related to the mass of the incoming hidden photons – with mirror and receiver shielded as much as 

possible from stray electromagnetic waves. 

Ideal mirror at hand 

Fortunately for the team, an ideal mirror is at hand: a 13 m2 aluminium mirror used in tests during 

the construction of the Pierre Auger Observatory and located at the Karlsruhe Institute of 

Technology. Döbrich and co-workers have got together with several researchers from Karlsruhe, and 

the collaboration is now readying the mirror by adjusting the position of each of its 36 segments to 

minimize the spot size of the focused waves. They are also measuring background radiation within 



the shielded room that will house the experiment. As for receivers, the most likely initial option is a 

set of low-noise photomultiplier tubes for measurements of visible light, which corresponds to 

hidden-photon masses of about 1 eV/C
2
. Another obvious choice is a receiver for gigahertz radiation, 

which corresponds to masses less than 0.001 eV/C
2
; however, this latter set-up would require more 

shielding. 

Dark matter composition research - WIMP  
 

The WIMP (Weakly interactive massive particles) form a class of heavy particles, interacting slightly 

with matter, and constitute excellent candidates with the nonbaryonic dark matter. The neutralino 

postulated by the supersymetric extensions of the standard model of particle physics. The idea of 

supersymmetry is to associate each boson to a fermion and vice versa. Each particle is then given a 

super-partner, having identical properties (mass, load), but with a spin which differes by 1/2. Thus, 

the number of particles is doubled. For example, the photon is accompanied by a photino, the 

graviton by a gravitino, the electron of a selectron, etc. Following the impossibility to detect a 511 

keV boson (the electron partner), the physicists had to re-examine the idea of an exact symmetry. 

Symmetry is 'broken' and superpartners have a very important mass. One of these superparticules 

called LSP (Lightest Supersymmetric Particle) is the lightest of all. In most of the supersymmetric 

theories (without violation of the R-parity) the LSP is a stable particle because it cannot disintegrate 

in a lighter element. It is of neutral color and electric charge and is then only sensitive to weak 

interaction (weak nuclear force). It is then an excellent candidate for the not-baryonic dark matter. 

[11] 

 

Weakly interacting massive particles 
 

In particle physics and astrophysics, weakly interacting massive particles, or WIMPs, are among the 

leading hypothetical particle physics candidates for dark matter. The term “WIMP” is given to a dark 

matter particle that was produced by falling out of thermal equilibrium with the hot dense plasma of 

the early universe, although it is often used to refer to any dark matter candidate that interacts with 

standard particles via a force similar in strength to the weak nuclear force. Its name comes from the 

fact that obtaining the correct abundance of dark matter today via thermal production requires a 

self-annihilation cross section, which is roughly what is expected for a new particle in the 100 GeV 

mass range that interacts via the electroweak force. This apparent coincidence is known as the 

“WIMP miracle”. Because supersymmetric extensions of the standard model of particle physics 

readily predict a new particle with these properties, a stable supersymmetric partner has long been 

a prime WIMP candidate. However, recent null results from direct detection experiments including 

LUX and SuperCDMS, along with the failure to produce evidence of supersymmetry in the Large 

Hadron Collider (LHC) experiment has cast doubt on the simplest WIMP hypothesis. Experimental 

efforts to detect WIMPs include the search for products of WIMP annihilation, including gamma 

rays, neutrinos and cosmic rays in nearby galaxies and galaxy clusters; direct detection experiments 

designed to measure the collision of WIMPs with nuclei in the laboratory, as well as attempts to 

directly produce WIMPs in colliders such as the LHC. [10] 



Evidence for an accelerating universe  

One of the observational foundations for the big bang model of cosmology was the observed 

expansion of the universe. [9] Measurement of the expansion rate is a critical part of the study, and 

it has been found that the expansion rate is very nearly "flat". That is, the universe is very close to 

the critical density, above which it would slow down and collapse inward toward a future "big 

crunch". One of the great challenges of astronomy and astrophysics is distance measurement over 

the vast distances of the universe. Since the 1990s it has become apparent that type Ia supernovae 

offer a unique opportunity for the consistent measurement of distance out to perhaps 1000 Mpc. 

Measurement at these great distances provided the first data to suggest that the expansion rate of 

the universe is actually accelerating. That acceleration implies an energy density that acts in 

opposition to gravity which would cause the expansion to accelerate. This is an energy density which 

we have not directly detected observationally and it has been given the name "dark energy". 

The type Ia supernova evidence for an accelerated universe has been discussed by Perlmutter and 

the diagram below follows his illustration in Physics Today.  

 

 

The data summarized in the illustration above involve the measurement of the redshifts of the 

distant supernovae. The observed magnitudes are plotted against the redshift parameter z. Note 

that there are a number of Type 1a supernovae around z=.6, which with a Hubble constant of 71 

km/s/mpc is a distance of about 5 billion light years.  

Equation 

The cosmological constant Λ appears in Einstein's field equation [5] in the form of 
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Thermal radiation 
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Lorentz transformation of the Special Relativity 
In the referential frame of the accelerating electrons the charge density lowering linearly because of 

the linearly growing way they takes every next time period. From the referential frame of the wire 

there is a parabolic charge density lowering. 

The difference between these two referential frames, namely the referential frame of the wire and 

the referential frame of the moving electrons gives the relativistic effect. Important to say that the 

moving electrons presenting the time coordinate, since the electrons are taking linearly increasing 

way every next time period, and the wire presenting the geometric coordinate. The Lorentz 

transformations are based on moving light sources of the Michelson - Morley experiment giving a 

practical method to transform time and geometric coordinates without explaining the source of this 

mystery.  

The real mystery is that the accelerating charges are maintaining the accelerating force with their 

charge distribution locally. The resolution of this mystery that the charges are simply the results of 

the diffraction patterns, that is the charges and the electric field are two sides of the same thing. 

Otherwise the charges could exceed the velocity of the electromagnetic field. 

The increasing mass of the electric charges the result of the increasing inductive electric force acting 

against the accelerating force. The decreasing mass of the decreasing acceleration is the result of the 

inductive electric force acting against the decreasing force. This is the relativistic mass change 

explanation, especially importantly explaining the mass reduction in case of velocity decrease. 

The Classical Relativistic effect 
The moving charges are self maintain the electromagnetic field locally, causing their movement and 

this is the result of their acceleration under the force of this field.  

In the classical physics the charges will distributed along the electric current so that the electric 

potential lowering along the current, by linearly increasing the way they take every next time period 

because this accelerated motion. 

Electromagnetic inertia and Gravitational attraction 
Since the magnetic induction creates a negative electric field as a result of the changing acceleration, 

it works as an electromagnetic inertia, causing an electromagnetic mass.  

It looks clear that the growing acceleration results the relativistic growing mass - limited also with 

the velocity of the electromagnetic wave.   

Since E = hν and E = mc
2
, m = hν /c

2
 that is the m depends only on the ν frequency. It means that the 

mass of the proton and electron are electromagnetic and the result of the electromagnetic 

induction, caused by the changing acceleration of the spinning and moving charge! It could be that 

the mo inertial mass is the result of the spin, since this is the only accelerating motion of the electric 

charge. Since the accelerating motion has different frequency for the electron in the atom and the 



proton, they masses are different, also as the wavelengths on both sides of the diffraction pattern, 

giving equal intensity of radiation. 

If the mass is electromagnetic, then the gravitation is also electromagnetic effect caused by the 

accelerating Universe! The same charges would attract each other if they are moving parallel by the 

magnetic effect. 

The Planck distribution law explains the different frequencies of the proton and electron, giving 

equal intensity to different lambda wavelengths! Also since the particles are diffraction patterns 

they have some closeness to each other – can be seen as a gravitational force. 

Electromagnetic inertia and mass 

Electromagnetic Induction 

Since the magnetic induction creates a negative electric field as a result of the changing acceleration, 

it works as an electromagnetic inertia, causing an electromagnetic mass.  [1] 

Relativistic change of mass 

The increasing mass of the electric charges the result of the increasing inductive electric force acting 

against the accelerating force. The decreasing mass of the decreasing acceleration is the result of the 

inductive electric force acting against the decreasing force. This is the relativistic mass change 

explanation, especially importantly explaining the mass reduction in case of velocity decrease. 

The frequency dependence of mass 

Since E = hν and E = mc
2
, m = hν /c

2
 that is the m depends only on the ν frequency. It means that the 

mass of the proton and electron are electromagnetic and the result of the electromagnetic 

induction, caused by the changing acceleration of the spinning and moving charge! It could be that 

the mo inertial mass is the result of the spin, since this is the only accelerating motion of the electric 

charge. Since the accelerating motion has different frequency for the electron in the atom and the 

proton, they masses are different, also as the wavelengths on both sides of the diffraction pattern, 

giving equal intensity of radiation. 

Electron – Proton mass rate 

The Planck distribution law explains the different frequencies of the proton and electron, giving 

equal intensity to different lambda wavelengths! Also since the particles are diffraction patterns 

they have some closeness to each other – can be seen as a gravitational force. [1] 

There is an asymmetry between the mass of the electric charges, for example proton and electron, 

can understood by the asymmetrical Planck Distribution Law. This temperature dependent energy 

distribution is asymmetric around the maximum intensity, where the annihilation of matter and 

antimatter is a high probability event. The asymmetric sides are creating different frequencies of 

electromagnetic radiations being in the same intensity level and compensating each other. One of 

these compensating ratios is the electron – proton mass ratio. The lower energy side has no 

compensating intensity level, it is the dark energy and the corresponding matter is the dark matter. 



Gravity from the point of view of quantum physics 

The Gravitational force 

The gravitational attractive force is basically a magnetic force. 

The same electric charges can attract one another by the magnetic force if they are moving parallel 

in the same direction. Since the electrically neutral matter is composed of negative and positive 

charges they need 2 photons to mediate this attractive force, one per charges. The Bing Bang caused 

parallel moving of the matter gives this magnetic force, experienced as gravitational force. 

Since graviton is a tensor field, it has spin = 2, could be 2 photons with spin = 1 together. 

You can think about photons as virtual electron – positron pairs, obtaining the necessary virtual 

mass for gravity. 

The mass as seen before a result of the diffraction, for example the proton – electron mass rate 

Mp=1840 Me. In order to move one of these diffraction maximum (electron or proton) we need to 

intervene into the diffraction pattern with a force appropriate to the intensity of this diffraction 

maximum, means its intensity or mass. 

 

The Big Bang caused acceleration created radial currents of the matter, and since the matter is 

composed of negative and positive charges, these currents are creating magnetic field and attracting 

forces between the parallel moving electric currents. This is the gravitational force experienced by 

the matter, and also the mass is result of the electromagnetic forces between the charged particles.  

The positive and negative charged currents attracts each other or by the magnetic forces or by the 

much stronger electrostatic forces!? 

 

  

The Graviton 

In physics, the graviton is a hypothetical elementary particle that mediates the force of gravitation in 

the framework of quantum field theory. If it exists, the graviton is expected to be massless (because 

the gravitational force appears to have unlimited range) and must be a spin-2 boson. The spin 

follows from the fact that the source of gravitation is the stress-energy tensor, a second-rank tensor 

(compared to electromagnetism's spin-1 photon, the source of which is the four-current, a first-rank 

tensor). Additionally, it can be shown that any massless spin-2 field would give rise to a force 

indistinguishable from gravitation, because a massless spin-2 field must couple to (interact with) the 

stress-energy tensor in the same way that the gravitational field does. This result suggests that, if a 

massless spin-2 particle is discovered, it must be the graviton, so that the only experimental 

verification needed for the graviton may simply be the discovery of a massless spin-2 particle. [2] 

Conclusions 

The virtual photons and potential heavy photons produced at CEBAF will go on to decay into pairs of 

electrons and positrons. A silicon detector placed right behind the target will then track the pairs’ 

flight paths, and an electromagnetic calorimeter will measure their energies. Researchers will use 

this information to reconstruct the exact location in which the electron-positron pair was produced 

and to determine the mass of the original photon that created the pair. Both are important data 

points for picking the heavy photons out of the bunch. [13] 



Hidden photons are predicted in some extensions of the Standard Model of particle physics, and 

unlike WIMPs they would interact electromagnetically with normal matter. 

In particle physics and astrophysics, weakly interacting massive particles, or WIMPs, are among the 

leading hypothetical particle physics candidates for dark matter.  

The gravitational force attracting the matter, causing concentration of the matter in a small space 

and leaving much space with low matter concentration: dark matter and energy.  

There is an asymmetry between the mass of the electric charges, for example proton and electron, 

can understood by the asymmetrical Planck Distribution Law. This temperature dependent energy 

distribution is asymmetric around the maximum intensity, where the annihilation of matter and 

antimatter is a high probability event. The asymmetric sides are creating different frequencies of 

electromagnetic radiations being in the same intensity level and compensating each other. One of 

these compensating ratios is the electron – proton mass ratio. The lower energy side has no 

compensating intensity level, it is the dark energy and the corresponding matter is the dark matter. 

The electric currents causing self maintaining electric potential is the source of the special and 

general relativistic effects.  The Higgs Field is the result of the electromagnetic induction. The 

Graviton is two photons together. [3] 
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